
Real Hospitality

God our Perfect Host

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3     he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths

for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk

through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me

all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord

for ever.

1. What makes you feel welcome? In church? In a home? In another
setting?

2. How does God welcome people in this Psalm? What sort of host is
he?

3. What sort of circumstances does he welcome people in?

4. What effect does the Lord’s welcome have on the welcomed?

5. How do you feel God’s welcome? What helps you to experience that
welcome?

6. In what ways can our hospitality reflect the welcome of the Good
Shepherd?



Hosting Like the Lord

Romans 12:13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practise
hospitality.
Hebrews 13:2 Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing
some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.
1 Peter 4:9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.

Rest and refreshment

What restful or refreshing things have you been able to do recently?
And what have you missed during the pandemic or are still missing?

For further thinking:
How could you offer rest or refreshment to someone else this week?

Scared and Suffering? Go Small.

What small thing could you do next week by yourself or alongside some
friends from church that could show God's hospitality to the scared or
suffering?

Generosity, Goodness and Mercy

What new ways of offering hospitality to neighbours and church members
have you developed in these last 2 years?

And which ones do you want to continue with?

God our Perfect Host Forever

O God our perfect host, who welcomes us into your kingdom
Help us to bring rest and refreshment to those who are tired and thirsty.
Give us strength to comfort the scared and suffering,
knowing that your presence and protection goes with us.
May our lives be shaped by your generosity, goodness and mercy
And may we come at last into your presence,
Filled to overflowing with the joy of knowing you.
Amen

Further Reading
A meal with Jesus Tim Chester - For extended meditation on ‘the Son of
Man came eating and drinking’ the role of meals in the gospels
Extraordinary Hospitality Carolyn Lacey - Welcoming like Jesus - God’s
character and the nature of hospitality, with practical ideas too
The Ministry of a Messy House Amanda Robbie - My book, which includes
thoughts about welcoming others


